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AMERICAN BLUEJACKETS ARE EXPERT ATHLETES
In No Other Navy Championship Co-

ntestsIs So Much Done Are Now
for Recreation and Conducted in All
Health of Sailors Parts of the World
A nt play Is qulto as charnctcrlttlo

a follow as when luck or a 12 inchJ gun sending a little pleasantry to
n host I to fon. Not that hn take"

hit pleasure seriously; quite tho coti- -
trary, hut ho docs put tho same vim Into
It whether, In tho memorable worrit of
Fighting Bob Evans, "lt'n a frolic or a
fight."

"Whatever ho does," tho Fleet Athletic
Officer, Metit. N. 0. Hooper, remarks In
summing up tho situation, "ho does right."

tt la this rietermlnatlon to lie satisfied
with nothing short of tho lst that makes
tho Amorlcan ivillor 8uch ft power to lie
reckoned with, whother afloat or ashore,
tt work or at play. In athletics alone
thn American Bailor Is an export, though
ninny nro not awnro of tho fact, and a
football team marie up of Jacklos Is qulto
the equal In physique and prowess of the
average college outfit. No nation In tho
world has doveloped athletics In tho navy
to the extent wo have done, and so Im-

portant does Undo Sam consider the
development of sports among tho

men that now every ship has Its
specially appointed athletlo officer to
direct recreative amusement: to en-
courage It there Is no need.

In contests with sailors of other nations
in foreign ports, whether on tho China
nt.itlon, in the Philippines or elsewhere,
the American sailor emerges triumphant.
Hut Jack has to have tho equipment to
begin with. Ho must have the spike
tin II shoes for baseball and the up to date
outfit that goes with each sport, but
given that he Is then ready to bestow bis
whole attention on getting there, and that
lie succeeds Inviutlfully every athletlo
ifMrer nlxwri ship will convince you.
? th great pride they will toll you how the
n en under their command compare
I h with college athletes not
onlvln foot hall but In wrestling, rowing
I ing or any other sport,

So to further this specialty there Is in
lie navy n regularly organized fleet
r'l'letlc commltteo composed of five
i ft'eert. Lieut. S, C. Hooper of the fiag-(l- it

Connecticut is at the head of It.
'II is committee exercises a general over-ir- ht

over nil sports and arranges dates
f r regattas ami sporting events. Out-i--

the dally participation In sports,
II eie are four distinct seasons when Jack
- put on hismettlesofnrnsathletlcsgoes.
Hey are when the games are pulled off
at (limntiirnimo, Newport. Bar Harbor
oiiil lloston, when the fleet is together.
At such limes Interest ashore Is qulto as
great s .ilo ird ship

II locteis for college games think
themselves the iiinie of infectious

it - because they haven't seen
a navy contest It takes a bunch of
Jackies, effervescing with the excitement
M an intership contest, to give the former
rinds and spades in emotional pyro-
technics, for the games are always vigor-
ously contested, the various ship's crews
being represented on tho side lines,
howling encouragement in their own
peculiar fashion.

As a rule competition In tho'events is
tliininatlve, tho ships first contesting by
divisions and the winuers of the divisions

' in championships playing each othor for
fleet (hatiipioiiship.

One of the things that will mako tho
visit of the lleet to New York a memorable
ene for the jackies is the football and
basketball chiirnpii nhlps for 1U1'.' to bo
t'Liyid here, for vsliidi l'ark Commissioner
Bluver bus loaned certain local fields. So
New York folk who have never been
treated to the xpectaclo of Uncle Sam's
Mil rs ii mpeting for supremacy in
at hi 'tics ill now bo able to do so. It

be a iiiiiiie series of events and well
nil seeing. For the past two yeai

the Connecticut team bus won the foot- -
lull trohy a wooden football, gilded
bti his year several other ships are trying
hard to wrest it from them.

It it when the tloet is In Southern waters
foi ,ieriul target practice that baseball is

ticularly enjoyed.
" l lien," says Lieut. Hooper, "baseball

I'H.tien aro liuided each day olid the1
garnet aro as hotly contested as those
if lio major leagues. Tho men are as
nil ill 'funs' us thoso ashore and keep
as tubs on tho official scores as
any landsman. Kuch evening aliout
I o'clock tho stores of the various games
in Who Nuliotiul and American leagues aio
sent floin the ll.igslijp by ludio' and I

oan assure you they aro eagerly uwaited
bith by ofllceis and men alike."

'Hie Minnesota team holds the baseball
pennant at presont, but I.leut. Hooper
Insists they will have to put up a fight
to hold It as all tho ball players have
registered a solemn vow to "put up the
best gamon of their lives" to get It away,

At Cuantanamo the cutter races are

Ipulled off. And here.' ear the chief
athletlo officer, "the sailor is naturally in
his element and the races are highly
spectacular. The course Is usually be-

tween the line of ships and as the boats
Bkim over the waters all the men 'man
the rails' and cheer their favorite team
to the echo."

For this competition the regular twelve
oared service cutter of the navy is used,
that is, unless as sometimes happens, the
men of a special ship get together and
buy ono of their own. Such a craft is
generally termed a "tailor made boat
because of its superior style and finish.
The butt enberg cup, presented by Prince
Louis for tho crew races, is most desired
and all effort a are bent at winning it.
A large number of other cups have at
various times Iwen put up for competi-
tion, among them one by August Belmont.
Other trophies aro the Pensacola, Duncan,
Coffin, Narragansett Ilay, Havana and
Pedro cups.

Money prizes are sometimes offered
too, and a ship win sometimes win as
much as 15,000 in purses. One year the
Indiana won that sum, and the Maine
I2.BU0 in a special event, a three mile
race, which was pulled off In 26 minutes.
On the same occasion the marines on the
Indiana won a purse of $3,000 besides the
Dutch Challenge cup.

In Uuuntanamo also occurs the final
liouts to determine the fleet champion-
ships in boxing. For this the men train
as industriously as though they were
really the "white hopes" of the pro-

fessional class, and in spite of the fact
that their training facilities are limited
the navy has turned out some of the best
men in the boxing world y.

For example, there are Sailor Burke
and Tom Sharkey, both graduates of
the navy prize fighters, and Sammy
itohirieau, lightweight champion of tho
navy, who is considered one of the best
lightweights in the country either in or
out of the navy. Aside from thoso men-- !
tinned tbeie aro Kucera. the feather- -

weight champion nlioard tho North Da-
kota, who is said to bo overy whit as good
as Sharkey; llobert Dor, lightweight
champion of the Connecticut, and O'Don- -
nel, bantamwoight.

"A big national university is the way
Paymaster Bowne, athletlo officer of the
North Dakota, describes Uncle Sam'
navy. The 60,000 men comprising th
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sauor contingency are a constantly shift- -
ing population, he explains, the same as
In any big educational Institution. The
men remain for anywhere from three to '

eight years, some few for life. '

I his constant change In tho personnel
of the men," says Paymaster Bowno,
'not only means constant work on the
part of the officers to mould them into
shape but it also means that Uncle Sam
is Just so much richer by every man who
leaves the uavy after serving his op-- 1

prenticeshlp. He has just so many morj

r

to call on in case of necessity, for a man
uriver foruets the A li (' of the war came .

once be learns it. So for this reason, as
well as it contributes to the
health and pleasure of the men. nothing
they can get in the way of training is
thrown uuiiy on t'.em.

"And. too, the sailor's life is a pleasant
one. There is i'ltsof lianl work to be sure,
but there is plenty to eat, a clean place
to sleep anil a good share of recreation
In the matter of athletics, at well .it In
"other ways, the Government does more

for its sailors than any other country.
Where will von (1ml it a. mutter for nrtlve
education and concern it is with us?
Certainly not in the British navy,

"The suiierioritv of the American
sailors in athletics hat been demonstrated
often. Our men are satisfied with notliii'g
but tho best. 'I hey want to bo expei
in whatever they undertake; therefoi
they train systematically and aro fur
nished with evory facility in the way of
equipment they need. This is provided
for from tho canteen profltt. It is ar- -
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ranged that the profits of the ship's stores
can be disposed of for this purpose, so
the men lack nothing in the way of para-
phernalia that will conduce to tbelr suc-
cess in athletics."

As an Illustration of tho aptness of the
American sailor in athletics an officer
tells this experience of his when on the
China station. Tho ship was stationed
at Hong Kong and one day a group of
American sailors tried to induco some Brit-
ish sailors to join them in a football game.
The latter preferred soccer. Finally,
however, the Britishers agreed; they
would play football if our men would
learn soccer. This was accordingly done
and the Amurican sailors beat the British-
ers at their own game.

One of the newest amusements pro-
vided for the sailors is the moving picture
show, and this they enjoy hugely. The
films aro rented for the most part, though
the navy recently bought a set whloh
Mr. F.dison took depicting the life of the
sailor. This is very popular. How often
exhibitions are given depends on the
weather and whore the ship happens
to bo. If in port where tho men can get
ashore, there is little need of special
recreation. But if on a cruise or the
weathor is bad, then the "movies' are
given two or three exhibitions a week.
Apropos of this feature Capt. H. B. Wil-
son of the North Dakota is considering
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shop at the navy yard In Wash
ington is assembled what is
probably tho most splendid as

sortment of machlno tools in the United
States, if not in tho world, and it is there
that the bulk of the navy's ordnance is

built. As a rulo tho layman to appre-
ciate tho wonders of tho weapons con-
structed there.

Tuko either the Arkansas or the
tho latest and biggest of our com-

missioned Thoy represent
a dead weight or total displacement when
ieop laden of 27,213 tons. On tho other
hand, picture a mass of tons
at steel, for such is the weight of ane of

a plan to introduce the Klnem.wilor
pictures soon.

Another innovation which Capt. Wilton
la also responsible for, according to Pay-
master Bowno, la thn setting aside of out
of the gun compartments on tho ship
as a reading and writing room for ths
sailors. Though small, it is a great boon
to them, for now they can writo comfort-
ably at a desk instead of on thnlr ditty
boxes. Moreover there are provided
between thirty and forty magazinsa
with two or three copies each of the daily
papers, so the sailors, when at leisure,
oan pass the time reading If they so elect.

"The sailors like danolng." odds Pay-
master Bowno, "and though they may
not always take advantage of the band
concerts given every noon and night,
if a popular air like 'Great, Big, Beautiful
Doll' or something that especial! appoal
strikes up, the impulse will move them
to take a turn around the deok.

'Every now and then smokers fob
towed by a spread are enjoyed, and token
altogether the sailor's Ufa Isn't so bail
after all. Of oourse they don't have
all the advantages of men ashore, but
there certainly are compensations; and
taken as a whole the men are as happy
as the same number of college fellows
on the campus of a big university. In
fact, I always think of ths navy as a big
ocean university, where the men are
trained in the war game as In a thousand
other ways develop them physically,
mentally and morally. The men lead
clean, wholesome Uvea, and altogether
you won't find a finer lot of fellows any-
where than those In th United Btate
Navy."

Personally Jack ha a love of betting.
Gambling amounts to a passion with him
and at the blgathetio event a ooesidar-abl- e

sum of money is apt to ohange hand
But Jaok doesn't confine himself to big
events, for as one sailor say he beta at
the drop of a hat.

He carries his propensity for wagsrtag
to the possible destination of the shJpT
whether he will have salt or fresh watsr
in whloh to wash his hammock and a
thousand and one things beside. You e
one of Jack's duties is to give hi ham-
mock a thorough scrubbing onoe a fort-
night, and sometimes when the vaporisers
that turn salt water into fresh fall to
work ho has to uso salt water for the
purpose. Obviously this prooess isn't
altogether one conducive to sweet tem-
per, and this is considered one of Jack's
great trials.

Every minute of Jack's day has a cor-
responding occupation for him, and front
reveille, when the bugle's "I can't get 'sib
up" penotrates to every part of the big
battleshin. until tans is sounded the safl.

Making Rifles for the Dreadnoughts
Gun Factory at Washington Turns Out Weapons

Which Are Marvels of Power and Accuracy
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or's life is a busy ono. First of all Jaok
arises at 6:30. Ilia first duty la to turn to
and wash down decks and sllok up tntnf
generally, aiess gear comes at T.u,
which interpreted mean letting down
the tables lor breakfast. Then oomss
"pipe down for mess. This Is a lane
drawn note on the bos'n'j whistle.

Moss lasts half an hour usually and then
follows the calif oroolors. Quartan. Draw
and drill, and before he know it Jaok'
morning u gons ana It Is a quarter to
twelve, when dinner time ha arrived.

"Stand by, scrub and wash clothe
Is the next order from the bos'n. and this
oomea at ten minutes neat ma. TMa
arduous duty over there is drill until 4 JO.
when the bos'n calls "Pipe down clothes
if dry, for meanwhile Jaok' clothe are
swinging on the line. Now th "smoking
lamp la lit and for a while JaoklsloiJ
In oontemDlatlon of the delldoua wand.

"Lighting the smoking lamp la one of
the picturesque customs that have com
down from the old navr and at thla thn
the men are privileged to enjoy their
DiDos and olaars. In earBar iMn the
smoking lamp, an ordinary oopper affair,
was brought up from below decks at stated
intervals during the day, and It was th
signal to 'amoks up, but while In mora
reoent years me actual operation has
been abandoned the term remains.

On Sunday there Is the oall after morn
ing drill to 'rig church.' that la Drenara
the deck for service. At the same time
the church pennant, a blue cross on a white
triangle, is hoisted above the national
colors.

our 14 inch rifles the latest and moat for-
midable type of naval guns. Even though
the weight of this weapon Is but part
of that of either the loaded Wyoming or
the Arkansas, still the rifle Is oapable of
developing within its walls a measure of
propulsive energy equivalent to the foro

required to lift bodily ono of thosn ships
to n height of us feet in a minute's time.
. To do this the gun must be sir ng

enough to withstand tho rending Btretst
or a powder charge or 375 pounds; anil it
must also be equal to an enduranon of
more than a hundred of these exploalvs
tests before allowing sufficient wear

Continued on Twelfth Page.


